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The Woman Warrior Name
Lesson 2 Date
Handout 4

Legends, Myths, and Other Stories

Directions: Like Maxine Hong Kingston's mother, many parents and teachers tell or read stories to
entertain and teach children. Consider the role such stories have played in your life.

1.

Use the dictionary and your own experience to define the following terms and list examples.

Legend

Myth
Fairy tale
Parable

Fable

List some stories that fascinated you when you were a child and perhaps still grip your
imagination today.

Select one of these stories and summarize its events and characters.

What are some reasons why you liked the story so much?

How did you sometimes imagine yourself into the story?

How many other people do you think know this story? Why?

Why did someone—parent, grandparent, teacher, television programmer—decide to tell you the
story?

What hidden messages does the story convey?
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The Woman Warrtior Name
Lesson 3 Date
Handout 6

Brave Orchid’'s Story

Directions: Use the following questions to analyze the blend of fact, memory, and imagination in
“Sharpan.”

1.

10.

11.

12

The mother displays her medical diploma only rarely. What does this show about her? Why is
she not a doctor in America?

Interpret the metaphor comparing China to a bat. What does it say about Kingston's attitude
toward China? ‘

What important evidence do the three scrolls provide?
The first scroll
The second scroll

The third scroll

How was the mother able to attend medical school in China?

What facts are probably at the heart of the story about the Sitting Ghost? How did the facts get
embellished?

The mother says that she lost a lot when she came to America. What does she mean?
Describe the market at Canton.
How did the mother maintain her spectacular reputation as a doctor?

Besides the Story of the Sitting Ghost, what other horror stories has the mother told about her
life in China? How have they affected Kingston?

Why did Kingston include the details about food?

The chapter ends in the present. How does the closing image of the mother reflect a return to
facts?

. Why did Kingston entitle this chapter “Shaman"?
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The Woman Warrior Name
Lesson 4 Date
Handout 9

Moon Orchid and Brave Orchid

Directions: Use the following chart to compare and contrast Moon Orchid and Brave Orchid and
their experiences transplanting themselves from China to the United States.

Moon Orchid Brave Orchid

At the
airport

Life in
China

Family

In the
laundry

Age and
personality

Cultural
adjustment

Outcomes
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The Woman Warrior Name
Lesson 5 Date
Handout 12

Silence! _

Directions: "“Silence is golden,” according to the old adage. In reality, sometimes it is, and sometimes
it is not. Use the following clusters to show when silence is an enemy and when it is a friend.

Bad Silence

Good Silence
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Why is the silence in The Woman Warrior a bad kind of silence?
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The Woman Warrior
Lesson 5
Handout 14

Name
Date

Recognizing Truth and Falsehood

Directions: During the argument described in chapter 5, Kingston's mother accused her of failing
to distinguish jokes from reality, truth from falsehood. The discussion of the meaning of the phrase
“Ho Chi Kuei” demonstrates the possibility of alternative meanings. Indicate what Kingston thought

about each of the following topics; then indicate alternatives.

Kingston thought . . .

Maybe . . .

Cutting
her tongue

Marriage

Her
appeararnce

Her
intelligence

Her value

Talking-story

Ho Chi Kuei

© COPYRIGHT, The Center for Learning. Used with permission. Not for resale.
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The Woman Warrior Name
Lesson 6 Date
Handout 16

Talking-Story

Directions: Throughout The Woman Warrior Kingston refers to her mother, and later to herself, as
someone who likes to talk-story. Although she never defines the term “talk-story,” we can infer its
meaning from her examiples, which are highlighted by the chapter titles. Follow the directions to
analyze the meaning of talking-story. '

1. Identify the talking-story in each of the chapters.

“No Name Woman”
“White Tigers”
“Shaman”

“At the Western Palace”

“A Song for a Barbarian Reed Pipe”

2. What elements do all of these stories have in common? What are their purposes? How do they
differ from other stories?

3. How are imagination and truth interwoven in each one?

4. What problems did Kingston have with understanding talk-story when she was growing up?
Why? ,

5. Why does she talk-story now?
6. In what sense is all of The Woman Warrior one extended talking-story? What is its message?

7. Reexamine and interpret the autobiography’s title and subtitle.
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The Greatest Generation Name
Lesson 3
Handout 7 (page 1) ' Date

Reading Diaries of Historical Value

Part A.

Directions: In The Importance of Being Earnest, Oscar Wilde wrote, “1 never travel without my diary.
One should always have something sensational to read in the train.” Read the following excerpt
from The Diary of Samuel Pepys as he recounts the Great London Fire of 1666. Pepys was highly
educated, enjoyed an active social life, served in Parliament, and was heavily involved in the affairs
of his city and country. Answer the questions after the excerpt.

September 2, 1666

. . . Jane called us up about three in the morning, to tell us of a great
fire they saw in the City. So I rose, and slipped on my nightgown and
went to her window, and thought it to be on the back side of Markelane
at the furthest; but being unused to such fires as fallowed, 1 thought it
far enough off, and so went to bed again and to sleep. . . . By and by
Jane comes and tells me that she hears that above 300 houses have been
burned down tonight by the fire we saw, and that it is now burning down
all Fishstreet by London Bridge. So I made myself ready presently, and
walked to the Tower; and there got up upon one of the high places, . . .
and there 1 did see the houses at that end of the bridge all on fire, and

an infinite great fire on this and the other side . . . of the bridge. .
.. . So I [rode] down to the water-side, . . . and there saw a lamentable
fire. . . . Everybody endeavoring to remove their goods, and flinging into

the River or bringing them into lighters that lay off. Poor people staying
in their houses as long as till the very fire touched them, and then run-
ning into boats or clambering from one pair of stairs by the water-side to
another. And among other things, the poor pigeons I perceive were loath
to leave their houses, but hovered about the windows and balconies till
they were some of them burned, their wings, and fell down.!

1. History records that one of the reasons the Great Fire of London was so destructive was
the fact that people were so passive about its potential danger. What statements in Pepys’s
diary validate this idea?

2. Find statements that reveal the personal aspect of Pepys’s account.

'Samuel Pepys, “2 September,” in The Diary of Samuel Pepys, vol. 7, 1666, ed. Robert Latham and Willlam Matthews
(London: HarperCollins Publishers, 1995), 267-68.
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The Greatest Generation Name - - -
Lesson 3 ‘
Handout 7 (page 2) Date -
<
Part B. <
Directions: The following diary excerpt was written by Alice Williamson, a sixteen-year-old school -
girl living in Gallatin, Tennessee, during the Civil War. Her entries clearly reveal her strong resent-
ment of the Union occupation. As a person living in the South, she shows a side of the war that &
history books do not reveal. Carefully read the excerpt, and then answer the questions that follow.
April 26, 1864 <
Wealher beautiful. Yanks behaving like human beings with a few <
exceptions.
Today a Yankee officer made his appearance in the school room accom- &
panied by a Northern being whom [ supposed to be a man, as he was not
a gentleman: he came to look al the church saying that he was president £
of a school and that six of his assislants had just arrived and was going
to teach the “freedmen.” He says he will have 3 or 400 scholars and will £
need the largest house in town. What a learned city—or rather Yankee
nest—this will be. I suppose some of the citizens will get a situation as <.
assistant teacher in the “Freedmens University.”
April 27 &
Sis has just come home from Mrs. Lanes: while there she visited Lhe
grave of the stranger soldier who was shot Friday. The Yankees took his =
coat and boots off and put him in the grave without coffin or wrappings
of any kind. &
April 28 ~
Remarkably quiet: no murdering for several days. =
June 15 &
. . . [The Yanks] broughl a man in today and hung him up by the thumbs
to make him tell where he came from: he told them but they would not =
believe him. He fainted three times. They took him down at three o’clock to
shoot him. I have not heard whether they did so or not. They would neither &
give him food or water though he begged for the latter often. . . . 7
September 16 ~
Today's paper brings sad news “Atlanta has certainly been taken: Sher- .

man has ordered every man, woman, and child from that place.” Payne
has been ordered from Paduca because he treated the citizens so bad. Why
couldn’t he have been ordered from here, he did a thousand times worse
here than there. . . .2

1. What side of war do the entries show that you would not find in a typical history book
account?

o I/ ¥ ¥

[

2. What is interesting about Williamson's April 28 entry in terms of how historians typically
write about deaths occurring during war?

i

»

Alice Williamson, “Alice Williamson Diary,” Duke University Special Collections Library, May 1996, <http://scriptorium.
lib.duke.edu/williamson/iext.html> (13 June 2008).
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The Greatest Generation Name
Lesson 3

Handout 7 (page 3) Date
Part C.

Directions: Read the following entries written by Natalie Thomson, a teenager living in Massachu-
setts during World War I, and answer the questions.

January 1942

At Beebe Junior High we practice air raid drills. When the alarm goes
off, we all leave our classrooms, carrying one of our books to sit on. We
sit on the floor of both sides of the hallways with our backs leaning on
the wall. In case of a real attack, we will raise our knees and rest our
heads on them.

Summer 1942

Our family saves the gas stamps in their ration books and when we
have enough, we travel to Windsor Locks, Connecticut, to visit Bill in the
Air Force. . ..

1943-1945

. Marion (my sister, aged mid-twenties) is attending the U.S.0.
dances on Boston Common and they're going to have a “formal.” She sent
me out to rob someone’s garden of a couple of roses for her corsage.

Mother says that servicemen aren’t what they used to be. NOW they
are "someone’s son or brother.”

In addition to classical pieces, my pianc lessons include the songs of the
different armed forces, i.e., Anchors Aweigh, Off We Go, Semper Paratus, etc.

The news and movies are full of battles and deaths and love stories
that must be postponed. | hate the Axis. . . .

The Maldonian high school yearbook has several pages of pictures of
the boys who would have graduated with their class, but instead are in
the different branches of the service.

Some of the popular songs are: The While Cliffs of Dover, I'll Be Seeing
You, and Don’t Sit Under the Apple Tree With Anyone Else But Me. . . .

On the way to high school this a.m. I stopped outside Kennedy’s in Malden
Square to say “Hi” to Marion. She was waiting in the “butter line.” . . .

Mother got a special purchase paper from the local Ration Board that
will allow her to buy extra sugar to make a large batch of grape jelly to
be used this coming winter.

Autumn 1945

I met Ed Thomson who was given a hero's welcome back to Malden
High School after serving in the Infantry in Europe. His poor parents are
jubilant that he came home safely but, at the same time, are desperately
mourning Ed’s brother, Paul, who was killed at an air base in England. The
people there have sent the Thomsons personal thanks and regrets. They
also sent a booklet that describes the burial place of soc many Americans.
His name will be included in a large book in the new American Chapel in
St. Paul's Cathedral in London.?

1. List some of the everyday activities these diary entries recount.

2. These entries provide insight to life on the home front. Discuss the tone (the writer's at-
titude toward her subject). Cite specific passages that support your statements.

SNatalie Thomson, “World War II Diary,” The Melrose Mirror, 9 November 1998, <http://melrosemirror.media.mit.edu/
servlet/pluto?state=3030347061676530303757656250616765303032696430303432323738> (13 June 2008).
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The Greatest Generation Name <
Lesson 3
Handout 7 (page 4) Date__ <
<
Part D. <,
Directions: Read the following entries from Harry S. Truman’s presidential diary. Then answer the 2
question and complete the writing activity.
July 25, 1945 =
We met at 11 a.m. today. That is Stalin, Churchill, and the U.S. Presi- -
dent. But I had a most important session with Lord Mountbatten and ‘
General Marshall before that. We have discovered the most terrible bomb &
in the history of the world. It may be the fire destruction prophesied in N
the Euphrates Valley Era, after Noah and his fabulous Ark. Anyway we <,
think we have found the way to cause a disintegration of the atom. An
experiment in the New Mexican desert was startling—to put it mildly. Thir- -
teen pounds of the explosive caused the complete disintegration of a steel o=
tower 60 feet high, created a crater 6 feet deep and 1200 feet in diameter, -
knocked over a steel tower Y2 mile away and knocked men down 10,000 =
yvards away. The explosion was visible for more than 200 miles and audible <
for 40 miles and more. ==
This weapon is to be used against Japan between now and August 10. -
I have lold the Sec. of War, Mr. Stimson, to use it so that military objec- =
tives and soldiers and sailors are the target and not women and children. o
Even if the Japs are savages, ruthless, merciless and fanatic, we as the ==
leader of the world for the common welfare cannot drop this terrible bomb <
on the old Capitol or the new. =
. . . The target will be a purely military one and we will issue a warn- &
ing statement asking the Japs to surrender and save lives. I'm sure they -
will not do that, but we will have given them the chance. It is certainly -
a good thing for the world that Hitler's crowd or Stalin's did not discover =
this atomic bomb. It seems to be the most terrible thing ever discovered, -
but it can be made the most useful.* =
1. What words or phrases reveal this to be a diary entry rather than a historian’s account? A&~
&
~
S
&
2. Select one paragraph of Truman's diary entry, and rewrite it as an historian would relate ~
the events. -
=
_~
&
=
=
*Harry S. Truman, Off the Record: The Private Papers of Harry S. Truman (New York: Harper & Row, 1980), 55-56. =
&=
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The Greatest Generation Name

Lesson 3

Handout 8 (page 1) Date
Writing Effective Diary Entries

Part A.

Directions: Using your knowledge of life in America during World War 11, create a typical citizen by
completing the chart below.

Elements The Citizen's Profile

Name

Gender

Age

bbLLLLLillill

i
/
i
A

Location
(city, town, or
rural area)

Occupation
or grade in school

y ’f Z’/ | ./[ z /![

Family members

) b4

Special interests

Significant factors
important to
this person
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The Greatest Generation Name . . -
Lesson 3 h
Handout 8 [page 2) Date -
<«
Part B. L4
Directions: Use the profile in part A to complete the brainstorming chart below. ra
Elements Significant Facts about This Citizen e
Monday-Friday ;
routine &
&,
&,
Fashion aspects &,
&,
&
Favorite foods &

(Are they available?)

&
=
S

Personal contribution )
to the war effort &
-
Personal impact &=

war deaths have had .
(=S

Recreational -
activities =
Economy’s impact =
upon this person <
=

=
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The Greatest Generation Name
Lesson 3

Handout 8 (page 3) Date
Part C.

Directions: Use the profile information from parts A and B to write a week’s worth of diary entries
as the person you have created. Incorporate as much factual knowledge as possible about this time
period. Refer to Handout 6 to help you add details to each entry

Format
e Start entries with Sunday and go through Saturday.
e All entries should be word processed and double-spaced.
s Correct spelling and punctuation are required.

¢ Include the following information in the top left-hand corner of each entry: the citizen’s
name, age, location, and occupation or grade in school.
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